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SUBJ: DEMARCHE WITH SOVIET EMBASSY ABOUT US CORRESPONDENTS 
REF: MOSCOW 1169 

1 . JANUARY 25 EUR/SOV DIRECTOR GARRISON CALLED IN SOVIET 
EMBASSY PRESS COUNSELOR KAMENEV AND RAISED KRIMSKY CASE 
AND ALSO WREN INCIDENT DESCRIBED REFTEL. GARRISON SAID 
BOTH EPISODES LOOK LIKE SOVIET GOVERNMENT ATTEMPTS TO 
PRESSURE AMERICAN CORRESPONDENTS TO CHANGE THEIR REPORTING 
ABOUT THE USSR, CONDUCT WHICH IS NOT IN ACCORD WITH CSCE 
UNDERTAKINGS TO FACILITATE WORKING CONDITIONS FOR 
CORRESPONDENTS. 

2. GARRISON SAID THE DEPARTMENT HAD BEEN IN TOUCH WITH 
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AP. AND UNDERSTOOD AP DOES NOT PLAN TO WITHDRAW KRIMSKY; 

IF THE SOVIETS WANT HIM TO LEAVE, THEY WILL APPARENTLY 
HAVE TO EXPEL HIM. GARRISON NOTED THAT THERE HAD BEEN 
NO EXPULSION OF AN AMERICAN JOURNALIST FROM THE USSR FOR 
A NUMBER OF YEARS - NOT SINCE 1970 AS FAR AS WE CAN 
DETERMINE FROM OUR FILES. GARRISON SAID HE HOPED SOVIET 
AUTHORITIES WOULD GIVE VERY CAREFUL THOUGHT BEFORE 
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BEGINNING A CHAIN OF EVENTS LEADING IN A DIRECTION NOT 

HELPFUL TO EITHER SIDE. 

3. KAMENEV REPLIED THAT SOVIET ORGANS HAVE PROOF THAT 
KRIMSKY VIOLATED SOVIET LAWS, AND THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT 
THEREFORE CONSIDERS THAT HE SHOULD BE WITHDRAWN IN LIGHT 
OF INFORMATION PROVIDED AP MOSCOW BUREAU CHIEF MASON AND 
US EMBASSY COUNSELOR BENSON. KAMENEV SAID HE COULD NOT 
ACCEPT GARRISON'S SUGGESTION THAT THE SOVIETS WERE TRYING 
TO PUT PRESSURE ON KRIMSKY BECAUSE THEY DID NOT LIKE HIS 
REPORTING. 

4. GARRISON SAID THAT WHILE NOT WISHING TO GET INTO 
DETAILS, HE UNDERSTOOD KRIMSKY HAD GIVEN SERIES D COUPONS 
ONLY TO HIS MAID, IN ACCORDANCE WITH GENERALLY ACCEPTED 
MOSCOW PRACTICE. KAMENEV SAID THE SOVIET AUTHORITIES 
HAVE CONCLUSIVE PROOF OF KRIMSKY'S ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES, 

AND MR. BENSON HAS THE OPTION OF ASKING FOR THE PROOF 

IF HE WISHES. 

5. KAMENEV SAID HE WAS NOT INFORMED ABOUT THE WREN 
INCIDENT, BUT COMMENTED THAT EVERY CORRESPONDENT HAS THE 
RIGHT TO APPLY FOR INTERVIEWS AND EVERY ORGANIZATION CAN 
REFUSE. GARRISON OBSERVED THAT MFA WAS APPARENTLY 
TRYING TO STIGMATIZE WREN AND CUT HIM OFF FROM ACCESS TO 
SOURCES. IT WOULD BE HARD TO DO OBIECTIVE REPORTING FROM 
MOSCOW IN SUCH CIRCUMSTANCES, GARRISON OBSERVED. 
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